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ñSustainability probably is one of the most 
abused words within our todayôs organic 

agriculture movements. Many people talk a lot 
but just a few really authentically do things. 

Together with Soil & More we consolidate all 
the efforts we took during the last years to 

quantify and reduce the greenhouse gas 
emissions of our company and supply -chain.ò 

 

 
 

Ulrich Walter, CEO Lebensbaum  

ñSoil & More International played a pioneering role in helping Fairtrade to understand 
the opportunities in engaging in climate friendly agriculture, making low carbon farming 

practices a key strategy towards our new goal of future fair farming. Soil & More 
remains a core partner for FLO -CERT in developing services in this area and there is 

frequent collaboration on projects.ò 
 

Pieter Louw, Associate Director, Head of Sales and Marketing FLO - CERT GmbH  

ñTogether with Soil & More we were 
able to fine tune our carbon and 

water footprint strategies allowing us 
to connect sustainability with every 

days farming practices on our banana 
and pineapple farms in Central 

America. It is exciting to see how a 
small and young company can make 

a big difference through authentic 
enthusiasm and the believe that a 

greener world  is possible Φέ 

 
 

Roberto Vega, Director 
Sustainability Dole Food 

Company   

With the establishment of Soil & More International in February 2007, we 

engaged in promoting and supporting sustainable development in the agri-

cultural sector. It has been, and undoubtedly will be, an exciting and chal-

lenging journey; a journey that was only possible with the help of our part-

ners and friends whom we want to thank today on the occasion of our fifth 

anniversary. We are proud to present a document to you which highlights 

our development and accomplishments so far.  

 

Aart van den Bos & Tobias Bandel, Managing Partners of Soil & More  

ñOrganic Agriculture is about practicing sustainability in farming and consumption. As 
scientists we always want to understand the theory and see the data behind what 

farmers and business people do. Itôs great to see how Soil & More takes a lead in 

connecting both attitudes in a pragmatic way. Congratulations! έ 
 

Urs Niggli, Director FiBL   
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The main motivation to set up Soil & More in 2007 was to help farmers worldwide  

improve or restore the fertility of their soils. What have we achieved since then?  

Sustainable Agriculture and its Benefits  

294,072 tons  
of compost 

produced  

Composting in 
China, Egypt, 

Ethiopia, India, 
Kenya, Mexico 

and South 
Africa  

Did you know?  

Our compost is produced using unwanted biomass 

that  -  if not used for composting -  would most 

probably have been left to rot or taken to a landfill. 

We use this biomass to 

produce high quality 

compost.  

Our microbial compost-

ing technology reduces  

methane emissions.  

457,584 tons  

of 
greenhouse 

gas 
emissions 

reduced  

Since 2007, we have turned 

about 8,100 hectares of 

desert soil into fertile 

farmland in Egypt -  through 

compost application and 

irrigation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

We protect our climate!  

All our projects 
are verified by a 

third party 

accredited by the 
UNFCCC  

Did you know? Our Compost  

increases the soilôs water holding capacity;  

 

suppresses diseases;  

 

improves the soilôs structure; 

 

constitutes a substitute for synthetic ferti-

lizers;  

and creates employment.  

Since 2007, we have set up 9 composting facilities in developing coun-

tries and have produced approximately 294,072 tons of compost.  

ƀ 

That methane is 25 times as harmful to 

the environment as CO 2? 

That our composting methodology does 

not only reduce emissions, but also       

avoids waste streams to landfills?  

That the application of our compost can 

lead to water savings of up to 40% ?  

That, according to the latest FAO fig-

ures, the amount of arable land per per-

son has decreased from 4,307m2 per 

person in 1961 to 2,137m2 in 2011?  

That this is not only caused by the rapid 

growth of the worldôs population, but also 

by the effects of unsustainable agricultur-

al practices?  
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Sustainability Solutions  

Did you know?  

Carbon 

Footprinting  

 

                 Product Carbon Footprints  

 

 

         Company Carbon Footprints  

 

 

    Product Water Footprints  

 

 

   Event Carbon Footprints  

110 

115 

12 

22 

Grower Development Services  

Sustainability Workshops in 

China, Ethiopia, India and Kenya  We have jointly developed a software solution 

which simplifies carbon assessments of products, 

events and companies.  

And Soil & Moreôs footprint?  

Soil & More assesses its Carbon Footprint every 

year. We are proud to say that our consolidated 

Carbon Footprint over the last 5 years, including all 

business flights, is less than 0.5% of the green-

house gas emissions we reduce through our activi-

ties.  

Water 
Footprinting  

That we can make products, compa-

nies and event climate neutral?  

That all our carbon credits are veri-

fied by a third party?  

That we are trained by the Water 

Footprint Network?  

That we are one of the first compa-

nies generating carbon credits 

through composting?  

Innovative Software Solution  

We offer a range of customized workshops, focus-

ing on sustainable agricultural practices, compost-

ing, grower development, awareness raising or cli-

mate change.                                          

ƀ  

ƀ  

ƀ  
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By focusing mainly on sustainable agriculture, Soil & More quickly extended its range of 

products, offering general to tailor made solutions from an innovative range of sustain-

ab i l i t y  p r od u ct s an d  ser v ices t o  en t i t ies t h r ou g h o u t  t h e w o r ld . 



 

Soil & Moreôs History 

2007 

Establishment 

Soil & More 

in February 

Establishment 

Soil & More 

Foundation  

Composting 

facilities 

qualified as 

emission 

reduction 

projects 

Nominated 

for the 

Dutch 

Innovation & 

Sustainability 

Award 

Establishment 

Joint Venture 

in Mexico 

(Composting) 

One of the 

finalists of 

the Dutch 

Top 10 New 

Venture 

competition  

Start of 

license 

agreement 

for 

composting 

in Egypt 

2008 

Soil & More 

Sustainability 

Conference in 

Egypt 

Establishment Joint 

Venture EcoProfit  

in Egypt 

(Sustainability 

Services) 

Establishment 

Joint Venture Soil 

& More Reliance  

in South Africa 

(Composting) 

Soil & More 

Reliance wins tender 

of Cape Town and is 

officially allowed to 

collect the cityõs 

green waste 

Soil & More 

joins 

IFOAM and 

the GRI 

Soil & More 

carried out 

first certified  

Carbon 

Footprints 

2009 

3 new team 

members 

Approached 

by Clinton 

Foundation 

for 

cooperation  

Soil & More 

Sustainability 

Conference in 

South Africa 

Soil & More 

Footprinting 

Workshop in 

South Africa 

Extension of 

product 

range and 

services 

Soil & More 

trained by 

the Water 

Footprint 

Network  

Soil & More 

joins the 

Water 

Footprint 

Network  

2010 

Establishment 

Soil & More 

Ethiopia   

(Composting) 

Establishment 

Soil & More 

Bhumya 

(India)  

(Composting) 

Agreement with 

Fairtrade Labelling 

Organization to 

integrate 

environmental 

aspects into the 

fairtrade certification 

scheme 

Nominated 

for the United 

Nations 

Business and 

Development 

Award 

Soil & More 

Reliance 

project 

selected as 

CO2 

compensation 

project for the 

Fifa world cup 

12 national soccer 

teams made climate 

neutral through Soil 

& More credits 

during the soccer 

world 

championship 2010   

2011 

Move to  new 

office 

Continuation of 

cooperation 

with Fairtrade 

Labelling 

Organization  

Extension 

of product 

range and 

services 

Focus on PR and 

Communication: new, 

trilingual Website and 

more involvement 

with social media 

2 new team 

members 

Focus on R&D: study 

on ecological and 

economic performance 

of several crops in 

Egypt 

2012 Soil & More International: we want to keep working towards more sustainability worldwide, 

focusing on the development and introduction of additional services for small scale growers. 

 

Soil & More Foundation: the focus will be research related to soil fertility management and 

carbon stocks, water holding capacity assessment as well as economic studies on the 

performance of different farming systems. 
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Partners and Strategic Alliances  

Since 2007, we have been able to build a strong network of partners and strategic 

alliances. We have also become member of various organisations and initiatives that 

share our values and work towards the same or similar goals.  
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What our Partners say about us  

òIn addition to its finance and consultant services, DEG offers develoPPP.de, 

the Public -Private Partnership Programme (PPP) of the Federal German 

Ministry for Economic Co -operation and Development (BMZ). This 

programme unites private -sector commitment and developmental goals 

and mainly addresses German and other European enterprises, which can 

use the funds from the PPP Programme to realize projects with a 

developmental effect in developing and emerging -market countries.  

Solutions to facilitate, stimulate and implement true sustainable 

development, particularly in the agricultural sector are among the objectives 

of the programme. In Soil & More we identified a company, which took the 

lead to develop pioneering solutions, offering agricultural producers 

worldwide practical assistance in achieving their goals and objectives related 

to sustainable development. We look back and forward to an inspiring 

partnership with Soil & More.ò 

 

Claudia Makowski, Junior Investment Manager German 

Development Bank  

 
 

ñTogether with Soil & More we 
developed a strategy to allow 

Demeter certified farmers to 
capitalize on what they have done 
for many years, the development 
and maintenance of healthy and 

fertile soils, one of the core 
principles of bio -dynamic 

farming.ò  
 
 
 

Klemens Fischer, Board 

Member Demeter Germany   

ñSustainability is a big word but it is the sum of many small actions taken 

towards it that brings about change. A critical component to sustainable 

agriculture are healthy soils, and Soil & More present a very compelling 

story around improving soils sustainably. Soil & More are also a great 

partner in our joint efforts to develop, test disseminate the Cool Farm Tool, 

a farmer - focused carbon footprint tool now used widely across the food 

industry.ò 

Dr. Christof Walter, Research Manager Sustainable   
Agriculture Unilever  

 
ñClimate change is one of if not 
the biggest challenges of todayôs 
society. Iôm very thankful to Soil & 

More taking the lead showing and 
utilizing the competitive 

advantage of organic agriculture 

to adapt to and mitigate climate 
change.ò  

 
 

 
Helmy Abouleish, CEO Sekem 

Group  

 

ñSoil fertility & health have always been key to the success of our worldwide grower base. What a wonderful 
choreography of life to meet Tobias Bandel and Aart van den Bos, today Soil & Moreôs founding executives. 
Thank you Peter Segger, Bob Baars, Ehrenfried Pfeiffer for providing the basis for what today is the worldôs 

leading company in soil management solutions, sustainability footprinting and compost based carbon credits.  
 

Thanks to Tobiasô and Aartôs vision and perseverance sustainability has gained a new dimension. Compost as a 
powerful tool to bring back life into our dying soils. To fight desertification, enhance soil fertility, increase the 

water holding capacity, sequester carbon in soils, mitigate climate change. Soil & More address burning issues 

and practice what others talk about. Congratulations for this revolutionary achievement.ò 
 

Volkert Engelsman, CEO Eosta  
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ñThe collaboration between Rainforest Alliance and Soil & More dates back to late 2010 when a 

Memorandum of Understanding was signed to develop joint initiatives and implement projects focused on 

promoting adaptation and mitigation to climate change in agricultural production.  

Specifically, key areas of focus are related to carbon, water  and the adoption of best management 

practices at farm level. The partnership has provided the opportunity to leverage climate -smart agriculture, 

share knowledge and lessons learnt, and strengthen methodologies.  

The collaboration has been instrumental to develop pilot and innovative projects in Kenya and Costa Rica 

with coffee growers and fruit producers respectively whereby integrated approached were established on 

mitigation (carbon footprint and reduction/offsetting strategies) and adaptation (increasing carbon sinks 

and soil sequestration measures) to identify on - farm climate - friendly business models that could be 

supported from other actors in the food supply chain thanks to their cost -effectiveness, climate resilience 

and mitigation values.  

We expect that this collaboration will increase in the coming years as more projects are developed and 

demonstrate their remarkable impacts. We congratulate Soil and More for all achievements performed 

since its establishment 5 years ago and wish all the best for the coming years.ñ 

 

Gianluca Gondolini, Project Manager Sustainable Agriculture Rainforest Alliance   

ñThe work that Soil & More is doing with compost in Africa and 

other parts of the world is an example of true sustainability in 

agriculture and very important in establishing fairness in carbon 

markets. An excellent example is their partnership with Sekem in 

Egypt where they used composts to make an area of degraded 

desert bloom in less than 18 months.  

Also  in partnership with Sekem, since January 2007, they have 

offset methane emissions through their compost project. By 

correctly composting organic materials they were able to reduce 

methane emissions by the equivalent of about 300,000 tons of 

CO2e. This is an excellent example of how market based projects 

can achieve beneficial environmental and financial outcomes for 

everyone involved. I would like to see the growth of more ethical 

companies like Soil & More.ò 

 

Andre Leu, President IFOAM  

ñWhy do we work with Soil & More? 
Because they have, as a partner, the 

patience necessary to realize projects.  
Because they combine technical 

competence with knowledge gained on the 
spot when carrying out their projects.  

Because they never lose sight of 

profitability and economic efficiency.  

Because they love their work and carry out 
their projects with enthusiasm.  

Because they share our thoughts with 

regards to sustainability Φέ 

 
 
 

 
 

Georg Hoffmann, Sustainability 

Manager Ritter Sport  

é & More 

Turning desert...  into...  fertile soil!  
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òIt gives us immense pleasure to congratulate Soil & 

More International on its 5th Anniversary. Together with them we celebrate Soil, the raison dô°tre of life. The 

health of mankind is assured through healthy food from healthy soil. Soil ravaged by mining and polluted by 

chemicals is in urgent need of healing. Soil & More International has stepped in to fulfill this requirement by 

supporting organic composting projects at an international level. The consumer of today demands safe food 

produced in an environmentally responsible way. The work and vision of Soil & More International helps to 

secure a better future for the world through better quality agricultural produce. Good farming practices also 

ensure optimum production and therefore better income. Ambootia Soil & More Pvt. Ltd is proud to partner with 

Soil & More International to set up an Organic & Biodynamic certified compost making facility in India. Soil & 

More International has played a major role in achieving our aim to promote organic farming in our country and 

provide chemical free nutrition to the plants through UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change) approved CO 2 emission reduction methodologies for farming.  

We look forward to a continued association with Soil & More International towards a greener, cleaner and 

healthier earth.ò 

 

 
Sanjay Bansal, Chairman Ambootia Tea Group   

òAlnatura is pleased to cooperate with Soil & More, 

congratulates to its 5th anniversary and looks forward 

to exchanging many more innovative and sustainable 

ideas.ò 

Prof. Dr. G ötz Rehn, CEO Alnatura   

 Compost Extract Trial/Cost efficient Potato Production  

Soil & Moreôs compost extract 
considerably increases the 

availability for nutrientsô for the 
crops  

that the application of compost extract increas-

es the availability of nutrients' for the crops?  

that, upon adding Soil & Moreôs compost ex-

tact, available nitrogen levels were tested to be 

seven times higher as before the application?  

That Soil & Moreôs compost extract was tested 

on different fields and crops?  

Did you know?  

Research carried out by Soil & More Foundation 

shows the cost effectiveness of sustainable, or-

ganic farming. Below a graph illustrating the to-

tal cost per tone of potatoes grown in Egypt.  

Blue line: organic, red line: conventional.  

ƀ 

ƀ 
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Organic economically more 

sustainable than conventional  


